Department of Defense

DIRECTIVE

SﬁPtenber 26, 1988
NUVMBER 1315. 15

ASD (FM&P)
SUBJECT: Special Separation Policies for Survivorship

Ref er ences: (a) Title 50, United States Code, Appendix, Sections 451 and
456( 0)
(b) Public Law (P. L. ) 92-129, “Amendnents to the Mlitary
Selective Service Act of 1967 ,“ Section 101(d) ,
Sept enber 28, 1971

A PURPCSE

This Drective:

1. Establishes uniform policies and assigns responsibilities pertaining
to the separation of surviving sons and daughters, as defined in subsection

C.2., below

2.  Inmplenments references (a) and (b) for discharge of surviving sons
i nducted into the U S. Arned Forces.

B. APPLICABILITY

This Directive applies to the MIlitary Departnents .

c. DEFINITIONS

1. Separation. A general termthat includes discharge, release from
active duty, release fromcustody and control of the U 'S Arnmed Forces,
transfer to the Individual Ready Reserve, and simlar changes in Active or
Reserve status .

2. Surviving Son and/or Daughter. This termrefers to any son or

daughter in a famly in which the father or nother or one or nore sons or
daughters:

a. Have been killed in action or have died when serving in the U S.
Arnmed Forces from wounds, accident, or disease.

b. Are in a captured or mssing-in-action status.

c. Have a permanent 100 percent Service-related disability (including
100 percent mental disability), as determned by the Veterans’ Admnistration
or one of the Mlitary Services, and are not gainfully enployed because of the
disability.

3. United States Arned Forces. Used to denote collectively only the

regul ar conponents of the Arny, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and, by agree-
ment with the Secretary of Defense, the Coast Guard.




D. POLICY

1. Separation Eligibility

a. Enlisted nmenbers who beconme surviving sons or daughters after
having enlisted or after having been inducted may apply for and pronptly
shal | Dbe discharged or separated except under the follow ng circunstances:

(1) When the nmenber has court-nartial charges pending agai nst
himor her, has been convicted by court-nartial with appellate reviewin
process, or is serving a sentence to confinenent (or is otherw se undergoing
puni shnent) i nposed by court-martial.

(2) When the nenber is being processed for involuntary admnis-
trative separation for cause.

b. Conm ssioned officers and warrant officers shall not be rel eased
from active duty because of their qualifying as surviving sons or daughters,
unl ess they entered Service by induction under P.L. 92-129 (reference (b)).

c. The separation eligibility provisions in paragraphs D.1.a. and
D.1.b., above, shall not apply during a war or national energency declared
by the Congress.

2. \Waiver of Separation Eligibility

a. An individual who, having been advised of the provisions of para-
graphs D.1.a. and D.1.b., above, enlists, reenlists, or voluntarily extends
his or her active duty period after having been notified of the famly casualty
on which the surviving status is based shall be considered as having wai ved
his or her rights for separation as a surviving son or daughter.

b. A nenber who has waived his or her right to a separation as a
surviving son or daughter, as provided in paragraph D.2.a., above, may request
reinstatenment of that status at any tinme. However, a request for reinstatenent
shal | not be granted automatically, but shall be considered on the nerits of
t he individual case.

3. Initiation of Application for Separation

Al requests for separation under this Directive nust be initiated by
the nilitary nmenber concerned. Applications shall be in witing.

E. RESPONSI BI LI TI ES

1. Thee Assistant Secretary of Defense (Force Managenent and Personnel)
(ASD(FM&P)) shal | provide overall guidance for the admnistration of this
Directive and interpret its provisions when requested to do so by representa-
tives of the Mlitary Departnents or others outside the Departnent of Defense.

2. The Secretaries of the MIlitary Departnents shall ensure that the
policies and standards established in this Directive are adm nistered
expediently and consistently. Subject to this overriding responsibility,
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they may establish special separation policies for unique situations that
arise within their own Service(s) if such special policies do not violate
the intent of the general policy established in section D., above.

F. EFFECTI VE DATE AND | MPLEMENTATI ON

This Directive is effective inmmediately. Forward two copies of inple-
menting documents to the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Force Managenent
and Personnel) wWithin 120 days.

Ll 7 2
Wlliam H Taft, Iv S S
Deputy Secretary of Defense



